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Rights of Way Officer Chris Thompson 07719 827808 Nottsrow15@outlook.com 

Countryside Officer Jim Norris 0115 926 5890 jnorris687@btinternet.com 
Groups Officer James McGill 01636 63652 jamesjovis@me.com 
Press & Publicity 
Officer 

Alex Staniforth 0115 952 2840 a.staniforth1@ntlworld.com 

Newsletter Editor Keith Wallace 07527 160 339 Nottinghamshire.walker@mansfieldra
mblers.org.uk

Membership Secretary Judith Anson 01777 838763 judith.anson@btinternet.com 
Web Master Rod Fillingham 0115 920 4066 rod@fillingham.f9.co.uk
Committee Member Allan Rogers 01623 797321 a.rogers2@btopenworld.com 
Committee Member Stephen Parkhouse Stephen.parkhouse@talktalk.net 

Area Council Meetings

Area Council will meet on the following dates for the year ahead. Meetings are held at Bilsthorpe Miners Welfare at 7.30pm

Tuesday 21st April 2015
Tuesday 21st July 2015
Tuesday 20th October 2015
Tuesday 19th January 2016

Area AGM – Sunday 7th February 2016

District Coordinators

Chris Thompson                            Convenor                         nottsrow15@outlook.com
Allan Rogers Information Officer                                              a.rogers2@btopenworld.com 

                                      Gedling and Broxtowe
Chris Thompson                            Nottingham City nottsrow15@outlook.com 
James McGill                                Newark and Sherwood jamesjovis@me.com 
Keith Wallace                                Mansfield & Ashfield PRoW@mansfieldramblers.org.uk 
Steve Parkhouse                            Bassetlaw stephen.parkhouse@talktalk.net
Martin Smith                                 Rushcliffe martin.smith4080@ntlworld.com 

NOTE: If anyone is interested in the position of Coordinator for Gedling and/or Broxtowe or wants to discuss the 
role first, please contact Chris Thompson (details above).
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Editor's Bit

Welcome to this issue of The Nottinghamshire Walker. Many things about it are new including the Editor. I have taken on 
the role after Alex Staniforth stood down at the recent Area AGM. Alex has edited the magazine for the last 5 years and it is
safe to say that without him The Nottinghamshire Walker would have ceased to exist. I have to say, following Alex as 
Editor is a daunting task. His standards and the quality of the magazine that he produced are going to be hard to achieve but 
I hope to learn as I go. Something that is, perhaps, not fully appreciated is the number of hours that Alex spent chasing 
articles, editing and compiling the magazine. Alex has served as both Newsletter Editor and Press & Publicity Officer for 
the last few years so I will be sure to seek his advice as I learn this job. Meanwhile, he deserves our gratitude for the work 
that he has done and continues to do for the Ramblers. Alex has a regular column in the Nottinghamshire Post where he 
writes about all manner of things to do with the Ramblers and walking – see a typical article of his elsewhere in this 
magazine.

This issue is a break from the past in more ways than one. Not only is there a new Editor but there is also a new format. This
issue is an electronic-only version. The Nottinghamshire Walker will continue to be produced in paper form once a year, 
with a personal copy for every member, but there will also be an electronic-only version at least once a year that will appear 
on the Notts Area Ramblers website. This will give us the chance to include articles that the paper version simply does not 
have room for. It also means that we can include more photographs (all I have to do now is get people to send them to me!). 

I am grateful to those Area Officers who have submitted reports and articles to this publication. I also thank the Groups that 
have sent in pieces – some of whom have embraced the more informal nature of this issue of the Nottinghamshire Walker. 
This issue keeps faith with the idea of Area Officers and Groups giving updates of their recent activity but also provides 
space for other types of articles that might be of wider interest.

Please let me have your thoughts on this Spring issue – good or bad – plus some ideas on the kind of things that you would 
like to see in future issues (especially if you are able to supply an article).

Kind Regards

Keith Wallace
Editor
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Nottinghamshire Area Ramblers
GET WALKING WEEK

Saturday 2nd May to Sunday 10th May
See article inside



REPORT FROM THE CHAIR

Thanks to Keith Wallace (Mansfield & Sherwood Group) for this ground-breaking work of producing our first electronic 
Nottinghamshire Walker. It can be found on our website and will be emailed to those Members who have given us their 
email addresses.

It is a fact that nationally most (about 70%) Ramblers Members do not connect with their local Groups. Anecdotally, their 
reasons for joining the Ramblers are varied and seem to include: 

• wanting to support the only organisation that spends considerable sums in legal fees to keep open the paths that 
they use; that was my original reason.

• they do not like walking in groups and prefer just to walk on their own or with a few friends. Indeed a friend of 
mine walks with a chum but about 100 metres apart. That is because they want to be together but enjoy different 
aspects of their walks.

• it is seen as environmental organisation by some
• it is one of the few walking organisations that has the clout to lead campaigns. Indeed it was hugely instrumental in

seeing through Parliament the Countryside and Rights of Way Act. Also known at the CRoW Act 2000. Our Area 
President, Paddy Tipping, was an MP at that time and likewise hugely instrumental in seeing the Bill become law. 

Almost by accident I became the National Treasurer and from there (after five operations for cancer) the wily Alex 
Staniforth persuaded me to become the Area Chair because he wanted me to open the Nottingham General Council. As a 
result I have been walking with my Group a couple of times and sometimes with other Groups. My exit from the Chair after 
about four years was solely due to kidney failure twice in a couple of months. I returned a couple of years ago and am 
thoroughly enjoying it.

One of the frustrations of the job is how to get through to those of the 70% who do want occasional information from their 
Area. Most of those Members, including me, joined before email was really the means of communication it is today. 
Consequently, because postage costs have risen beyond our resources, some Groups have taken to distributing paper 
documents by hand. That is very expensive in time and also comes at a time when the average age in most Groups is over 
60 years and when many Groups are struggling to find walk leaders. Indeed, I praise and thank those who keep on doing it. I
also pay tribute to our ‘age’ Groups who are pioneering the future of the Ramblers by recruiting much younger Members. 

So if you know Members in our Area who are not connected to their local Group but who want more information, please 
ask them to send their email addresses to our Membership Secretary, Judith Anson (judith.anson@btinternet.com.
We promise not to inundate you with emails. 

Best wishes

David Hunt
Area Chair

Ramblers are a pretty bright lot so you should have no trouble with these!

1. Is it an offence to ride a horse along a footpath?
2. According to the Health & Safety Executive, how many cases of injury by cattle were reported between 2006 and 

2011?
3. If you were confronted by an aggressive horse, how would you report it?

Check this link on the Ramblers website for the answers
http://www.ramblers.org.uk/advice/rights-of-way-law-in-england-and-wales/animals-and-rights-of-way.aspx
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First Person… Best Foot Forward

Leave the car at home…

It is generally acknowledged that the majority of walkers travel to the start point of their walks by car – the writer being no 
exception.  The plus side is that it’s convenient and allows one to reach out of the way locations; but there is another side to 
the coin.  Using the car means parking up somewhere, and if it isn’t a dedicated car park then problems can arise, especially 
if there are a large number of cars taking walkers to their start point with few convenient places to park a vehicle. It can 
annoy local residents as vehicles will be left for several hours before the owners return. 

Is there an alternative?  Well yes: Ramblers Groups in Nottinghamshire have for some time been putting Car Free Walks 
into their walks programmes and taken to using public transport, notably the buses. There are extensive services throughout 
the county and they’re not just confined to the urban conurbations.  For example, the Sherwood Arrow goes to the forest of 
that name from several locations. Another is the bus service between Nottingham, Mansfield and Chesterfield providing 
great opportunities to walk in the countryside within easy reach of the route.

One advantage of using public transport rather than the car is that walks can be made linear instead of the usual circular. 
The Ramblers Nottingham Group did just this and completed the whole of the Trent Valley Way a few years ago using 
public transport throughout.  Admittedly they had some long days but with careful planning it succeeded and further 
enhanced the venture

Another option for travel is the train. In fact, in 1999 Nottinghamshire County Council published a series of walks 
Exploring the Robin Hood Line, the aim being to promote the line and encourage the public to use it as a means of travelling
to and from their walks. It was rather ironic at the time as no trains ran on a Sunday, the day most walkers go out to enjoy 
the countryside. Since then the situation has altered and a limited service is now in place.  My own Ramblers’ Group have, 
this year, introduced train walks into their programme, albeit on weekdays.

During my extensive involvement with groups within the Ramblers I have observed that there has always been someone 
keen to promote the public transport alternative. Their accrued knowledge of bus and train services has sometimes been 
encyclopaedic making them ideal leaders for such walks.  Every walking group/club should have one!

Admittedly there are downsides to using public transport, notably the limited number of services on Sundays already 
referred to above, but for those not confined to this day for their walking then there are numerous opportunities to consider 
alternative modes of transport.  Give it a try… and leave the car at home. 

Alex Staniforth
Press and Publicity Officer
The Ramblers, Nottinghamshire Area

Date 6th February 2015

Mansfield & Sherwood Ramblers Train Walks (mentioned above) will occur on the third Thursday of 
every month from May through to September, inclusive. All five circular walks are between 6.5 and 7.5 miles long, starting 
from different stations along the Robin Hood Line.
Details will be posted nearer the time on the Mansfield & Sherwood website at www.mansfieldramblers.org.uk 

The Group also has a car free walk on the first Wednesday of every month using buses from Mansfield Bus Station. Details 
are on the Groups website 7 days prior to each walk.
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AREA PRESS AND PUBLICITY OFFICER’S REPORT

Up to date we have, at the time of writing, four definite events booked for 2015, namely: the Arnold Carnival (a two day 
affair), the Gedling Show, the Flintham Show, and the Southwell Ploughing Match and Show; the dates of which will 
appear in the April 2015 report.  These high profile events give us the opportunity to raise the profile of the Ramblers and 
reach a wider public which (hopefully) will encourage them to join us.  There is the possibility of a third ploughing match 
and show, details of which will be provided by The Nottinghamshire County Council (NCC) if it comes to fruition.  We will
also be participating at the opening ceremony of the long-awaited Gedling Country Park (28 th March).

Throughout 2015 we will be heavily promoting the Ramblers as we celebrate our 80 th Anniversary, including increasing our 
participation in the Walking for Health scheme in the County.  Equally, we have been keen to promote a Get Walking Week
during the late spring/early summer and have approached the NCC with a view to run it as a joint-partnership.  Fortunately, 
this has proved successful and the Get Walking Week will be held from Saturday 2nd May to Sunday 10th May – more 
details elsewhere in this e-magazine. There will be a wide advertising campaign fronted by the NCC and supported by the 
Ramblers to bring it to the public’s notice.  It will also be prominently promoted in the 2015 edition of the Nottinghamshire 
Guided Walks Programme (NGWP).

I continue to write articles (every four weeks) for the Nottingham Post for its Weekender supplement with an emphasis on 
the work of Ramblers locally and nationwide when opportunities present themselves.  As a typical contribution, my last 
article prior to the date of this report is included on the previous page of this, the first digital issue of The Nottinghamshire 
Walker.  In addition, along with other Ramblers’ members, I provide walks to the paper, which are again published in the 
supplement. 

And finally, now we have upped our game, it’s time to make our presence known far more in the county and a small 
working committee notably: Jenny and Rod Fillingham, Allan Rogers, James McGill and the writer has come together with 
the aim of achieving this objective.  This entails attending more functions and events and we ask Groups and members to 
inform us if there is any suitable event in their area where we could promote Ramblers.  Please give this some serious 
thought and if you hear or know of such an opportunity then contact any of the above who would be pleased to hear from 
you.  Also, we would welcome new volunteers to come along and help promote the association by serving on our exhibition
stand.  It would be to our advantage if this could include members of our 20-30s Group who would obviously be more in 
touch with people in this age group.  As always I thank you all for your support.  

Alex Staniforth
Area Press & Publicity Officer 
28th February 2015
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Collingham Ramblers at Christmas

It has been a long-held tradition with Collingham Ramblers that we hold two festive walks prior to Christmas; one for our 
Sunday walkers and another for our Wednesday walkers.  These are usually well attended, after all, who can resist the 
temptation of home-made, freshly-baked mince pies straight from the oven and still warm when eaten, Linda’s scrumptious 
home-made sloe gin and Mr Aldi’s mulled wine.

As in previous years, the walk circumnavigated the village of Girton, not a million miles away from Collingham.  The 
villagers of Girton have always been very welcoming, their little church porch affording shelter and their village hall opened
for us to use the “facilities” once the inevitable happens when the mulled wine, slow gin and that second cup of coffee have 
filtered through.  This year they surpassed themselves, for when we had devoured our own Christmas fayre, one of the 
villagers came out with another plateful of mince pies for us.  Needless to say, the remainder of the walk was more of a 
waddle.

And the village had yet another surprise in store for us.  As we returned to our cars we thought we had hit a time warp, when
turning a corner down a country lane, we were greeted by a procession of every type of horse drawn vehicle, seasonally 
decorated, and their occupants also seasonally dressed.  The scene could have come straight from a Dickens novel.  Every 
character was there from Father Christmas to Scrooge.  It was simply magical and a wonderful end to the day.

The Wednesday walkers enjoyed their festive treat in the grounds of Rufford Abbey.  The ducks, geese and swans were a 
little hopeful that we might share some of our goodies with them, however we did managed to find them a crust or two.
Our  post Christmas meal was held at The Crown at Rolleston, which was also well attended (we like our food) and gave us 
all a chance to see each other in “proper  clothes” rather than muddy boots and walk wear.  I must say that we all scrubbed 
up rather well.

Pauline Lockwood
Collingham Ramblers

Southwell Ramblers Report

Once again our Walks Programme Co-ordinators have produced a programme of interesting walks for 2015, and the Group 
is looking forward to another busy and varied walking year.  As usual, we will be walking every fortnight on alternate 
Sundays throughout the year, with a series of shorter walks on Friday evenings in the summer. The walks on the programme
are between six and eleven miles in length, and range across Nottinghamshire, Derbyshire, Leicestershire and Lincolnshire. 
Two weekends away are planned for this year. The first, in April, is in Sedburgh, where eighteen of us will be staying at the 
HF Holidays house. For several of our members this will be a ‘trip down memory lane’ as it was in this area that, more than 
25 years ago, the then newly established Southwell group spent their first weekends away. The autumn weekend away, in 
the middle of October, will be in Bishop’s Castle, and we are looking forward to walking in the Shropshire Hills.
Apart from walking, the group will also be meeting for several social activities; these include the annual barbecue in a 
member’s garden, the Christmas fuddle in a local village hall, and a summer trip to the outdoor theatre at Tolethorpe.  
The walks that have taken place so far this year have been in Nottinghamshire and Derbyshire, and these have all been well 
supported. We are delighted that we have attracted some new members, although sadly we have also lost a few so our 
membership figure remains fairly static. As ever, we are grateful to the people who plan our programme, lead our walks, 
organise our social events and arrange our weekends away.

Mary Somerville
Southwell Ramblers
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REORGANISATION OF AREA RIGHTS OF WAY WORK

As well as being Groups Liaison Officer, I am also the District Coordinator for Newark and Sherwood. There seems to be 
some confusion (and some worries) about the role of District Coordinator and I hope what follows may provide clarification
and reassurance.

Over the past eighteen months, Nottinghamshire Ramblers has reorganised the way it tackles Rights of Way (ROW) work. 
The main organisational change has been the introduction of the post of District Coordinator. Anybody who has served as a 
Group Footpath Secretary will recall the old-style monthly meetings of the Area Footpaths Committee at Bilsthorpe Miners 
Welfare Centre. I will hazard a guess that their memories are not bathed in a warm glow of nostalgia. Meetings were 
dominated by a staggering pile of paperwork which was brought to the meeting by Chris Thompson, the Area Footpaths 
Secretary. This mass of papers dealt with various modifications, diversions, extinguishments etc. to the ROW network and 
each bit of paper was laboriously passed round the table while Chris introduced the next case. Most of us were unfamiliar 
with the cases and the areas we were supposed to give an opinion on. The meetings seemed interminable, our presence 
seemed pointless and attendances at the Committee were in obvious decline. The workload for Chris was also becoming 
insupportable.

Alex Staniforth introduced a motion at the 2013 Area AGM that the system be reorganised with much greater use of 
electronic media. The motion was passed and the new chairman, David Hunt, set up a working party to look at possible new
systems. As a result, the county has been divided into districts coterminous with the local authority boundaries:
Bassetlaw (Steve Parkhouse); Mansfield and Ashfield (Keith Wallace); Rushcliffe (Martin Smith); Gedling and Broxtowe 
(?); Newark and Sherwood (James McGill); Nottingham City (Chris Thompson)

The names in brackets indicate the various District Coordinators (DCs). This is a new role. ROW paperwork now comes 
through electronically from Nottinghamshire County Council (NCC) and then is passed on (again electronically) to the 
relevant DC to deal with – although I have to say that NCC seem to be struggling to organise this.  Most of the 
modifications are very simple but contentious issues will be discussed at DC meetings and the advice of Chris Thompson 
sought - Chris will still retain overall responsibility and authority over the DCs with the important proviso that something 
really "sticky" may have to be referred to Area Council as the ultimate arbiter. This seems much preferable to the old system
in that (i) the people involved in looking at the paperwork are the people with local knowledge and (ii) it frees up time for 
Chris to work on more strategic issues.

We are adopting a much firmer line with NCC regarding their statutory obligations and are looking into the possibility of 
serving Section 56 notices in cases of long-standing ROW obstructions - the DCs will have an important role in collating 
information and advising on such cases. There is also the problem of planning applications in that many current ROW 
problems are due to faulty permission having been given for developments in the first place. We would like in time for DCs 
to become involved on a county-wide basis in vetting planning applications. We are currently running a pilot scheme in 
Newark and Sherwood whereby all developments within 50 metres of a ROW come to me for an opinion.

There is an obvious question arising from all this: Where does it leave Group Footpath Secretaries?
And the simple answer is: In exactly the same place as before.

There have been some worries in the Groups that this role is now redundant and that the work has been taken over by the 
DCs. This is most emphatically not the case. The role of the Group Footpath Secretary remains vital. He/she provides our 
‘eyes on the ground’ and alerts Ramblers to local problems. The job of the DC is largely administrative and it has been 
stressed to all of us that we should work closely with the Group Footpath Secretaries within our district. This will mean 
passing on proposed modification orders etc. that affect the ‘patch’ of a local Group and asking for the opinion of that 
Group - clearly, timescales and deadlines will be important here. There is no rivalry or conflict of interest between DCs and 
Group Footpath Secretaries - the new system will only work if there is partnership between the two roles. The system is new
and, almost certainly, the relationships between DCs and Footpath Secretaries will evolve differently in the different 
districts.
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So the message is:

Whatever your local Footpath Secretary is doing at the moment should continue (with the exception of providing planning 
opinions on behalf of Ramblers in Newark and Sherwood!).

Sharp eyes will have noted that we do not yet have a DC for Gedling and Broxtowe. Do we have any takers for these two 
districts? I find the work fascinating; I enjoy the discussions with fellow DCs and appreciate the closer working 
relationships with ROW colleagues at NCC.

It is a fact that most of our members are not known to the Area and Group Committees and the job of DC might appeal to 
someone "below the radar". If anyone is interested - and how can you not be? - then please get in touch with Chris 
Thompson or our Information Officer, Allan Rogers (contact details on the inside cover of this e-magazine).

James McGill
Area Groups Officer

Gedling & Dukeries Ramblers Report

After several years of planning, finally, on Saturday 28th March 2015, the Gedling Country Park officially opens to the 
public. Gedling & Dukeries Ramblers have been invited to the event and the Ramblers display boards, supplied by Notts 
Area Ramblers, will be on the site to promote and encourage the public to take up walking. The group have also been asked 
to lead a couple of walks around the Country Park during the day.

The groups AGM was held on Sunday 16th November 2014 . The combination of a walk in the morning and food to share 
before the meeting increased the members attending to over 50. Apart from the Countryside Officer and Publicity Officer, 
all committee positions were covered .
The groups Christmas Walk & Fuddle was held at Oxton Village Hall on 14 th. December 2014. A six mile walk was 
followed by over 60 members enjoying the excellent selection of food. A raffle then took place offering over 25 prizes and 
the money collected from the sale of raffle tickets almost covered the cost of the hire of the hall. A thank you to all members
who donated a raffle prize .
The groups Spring & Summer walks programme has been distributed to members and offers a selection of short & longer 
walks to meet the abilities of the group . I thank Brian O'Neill for putting the walks programme together and sending off to 
the printers in time for distribution . Could I also thank the walks co-ordinators who collected the various grades of walks 
and forwarded onto Brian for inclusion in the programme. I also thank those members who took their own copy and took 
other members copies to deliver by hand; this method saves the group a considerable amount of money on postage charges. 
The walks can also be viewed on the groups website .
There are  coach trips to Church Stretton & Stow on the Wold and the annual dinner in its new slot in May . This year the 
group has a guest speaker at the dinner to be held at the Ramsdale Golf Club. Early indications suggest that these events are 
going to be well supported by members.
George Orgill, the groups eldest member recently celebrated his 101st birthday -is there an older member in the area?
Finally, to all members - whatever your ability - enjoy the outdoors ; more so this year as the Ramblers celebrate the 80 th 
year since the RA, as we know it, was formed .

Mick Rawdin
Chairman Gedling & Dukeries Ramblers
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At the bottom of Gypsy Bank – June 2014 (photograph by Julie Lawson)

Mansfield & Sherwood Walking Group Report
We continue to provide as varied a walks programme as our small group of members can manage with alternating short and 
long walks every Sunday and a car free walk on the first Wednesday of every month. To this, we will be adding some train 
walks from stations along the Robin Hood Line during the summer months. The variety of walks that we offer has helped us
increase our membership over the last couple of years.

A quarter of our membership turned out for our Christmas walks and meal. We offered a 4 mile and a 9 mile walk, starting 
at different times, to facilitate both groups arriving more or less together at the pub where we had our meal. This is the 
second year that we have staged this on the Sunday between Christmas and the New Year and it appears to be well received 
by the members, if turnout is any guide.

Members are preparing themselves for the first of three separate weeks of walking that will see them walk the Coast to 
Coast Route. The first week is at the end of April 2015. We shall also be walking a section of the Cleveland Way on a 
weekend break in September.

A new Walking for Health Scheme has been set up  by members of our Group. 3 members have undertaken training as 
Walk Leaders for the Scheme named, “On Your Doorstep – Local Health Walks for Mansfield & Ashfield”. Initially, the 
Scheme will offer 3 health walks every Friday morning , starting from the main reception of King's Mill Hospital. The first 
walks were at the beginning of March, this year. The Scheme was set up jointly by Mansfield & Sherwood  Ramblers Group
and Macmillan Cancer Care. One if Macmillan's volunteers is also a qualified walk leader with the Scheme.

Keith Wallace
Walks Coordinator and WfH Scheme Administrator
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Nottinghamshire Area Ramblers
Get Walking Week

Saturday 2nd May to Sunday 10th May

This event is being organised by Nottinghamshire Area Ramblers and promoted by Nottinghamshire County 
Council and the Notts Guided Walks Partnership.

The inspiration for this event came out of a meeting between Area Ramblers members and Notts County Council last 
September. Every Year, Ramblers hold a national Get Walking Week during the first week of May to encourage Groups to 
put on walks especially for new walkers. Nottinghamshire Get Walking Week is a County-wide version of the same thing. 
Ironically, Ramblers HQ have decided not to hold a Get Walking Week this year so that it can concentrate on its 80 th 
anniversary celebrations.

Nottinghamshire Get Walking Week aims to highlight walks throughout the County that are open to new walkers and 
people who have got out of the habit of walking or need to get more exercise. We are not looking to put on a whole 
programme of special walks, instead, we are looking to include walks that are already planned but that will be welcoming to
new walkers.

Although the Ramblers are organising the week, it will not be just a Ramblers event. Walks have been sought from Walking
for Health Schemes and other health walk groups as well as independent walking groups. The aim of the week is to promote
the benefits of walking to as many people as possible. Ultimately, the more people that walk the County's Rights of Way 
network the better!

Because this is not just a Ramblers event, Nottinghamshire County Council have got behind the event and will be promoting
it through the press and other media as well as with a leaflet. The Press Launch will take place during the week leading up 
to the event. The Get Walking Week will have a major launch event on Saturday 2nd May at Teversal Visitor Centre, Sutton-
in-Ashfield followed by a short walk to visit the miner at the top of Silverhill Wood (see front page of this e-magazine).

The Notts Guided Walks Partnership is also backing the week and has given it prominent coverage in the latest issue of its 
magazine and on its website. Both the Notts Area Ramblers website and the Notts Guided Walks website will carry the full 
list of all walks included in the Get Walking Week.

For more details click on the Get Walking Week icon on the Notts Area Ramblers website or visit the “Nottinghamshire Get
Walking Week 2015” page on Facebook or phone Keith Wallace on 07527 160 339

Keith Wallace

Get Walking Week Coordinator
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The Life of an Idle Valley Warden!

Five years into my well-earned retirement I decided there must be more to life than Ramblers paperwork! Having been a 
member of Nottinghamshire Wildlife Trust for many years and taken up bird watching when I retired I decided to volunteer 
as a warden at the Idle Valley nature reserve. If you haven’t been to the Idle Valley reserve, just north of Retford, it is an 
excellent location for a walk for your Group. The café is now open every day from 10am to 3.30pm and serves excellent 
cakes, snacks and lunches. You can walk as far as you like on the reserve or park at the reserve and walk out towards the 
Chesterfield Canal and local villages.

Having volunteered, I attended an introductory meeting and was given a patch to “look after”. This means that I walk a 
particular area of the reserve whenever I like, at whatever time I like and look for problems e.g. illegal fishing, damage, 
motor bikes, four wheel drives, etc. The nature reserve is an SSSI particularly awarded for its bird habitat and when Notts 
Wildlife Trust took it over, following the end of quarrying for sand and gravel, changes needed to be made. Cattle and sheep
were introduced to maintain the grassland areas and fences were erected to keep them in. This has caused some resentment 
from local people who have walked or fished there all their lives. Unfortunately, some of the fences are deliberately cut. 
One incident resulted in the cattle escaping. At other points the wire is cut by fishermen to access areas on the reserve where
fishing is no longer allowed. Or in other places fencing just seems to be cut for no reason – I found two sections of cut wire 
recently which were both next to pedestrian gates. Why? 

There are areas where dogs must be on a lead and this is particularly important when birds are nesting. It is part of the 
Warden’s job to politely remind people of this. Most already know they should do this and some see me in the distance and 
put their dogs on a lead. Fortunately, I have only had one unpleasant incident where a man shouted at me for asking him to 
do this saying he had walked there for 30 years and that the Wildlife Trust had ruined it with their fences. Unfortunately, 
people often have no idea of the damage that their dogs can do and one of the other wardens took distressing footage of a 
dog attacking a swan. 

Because I walk my patch regularly I know it as well as my garden and can spot any changes – where people have pushed 
through undergrowth or a new animal track. I love seeing the area change with the seasons and look for the new wild 
flowers and orchids. Currently, the birdsong is changing as the residents are claiming their territory and shortly the migrants
will be arriving. These pose a challenge to a new bird watcher as I cannot recognise the newcomers from song alone. In my 
first year, one warbler had chosen a patch next to the River. Every time I walked up he saw me and disappeared before I 
could see him in my binoculars. Never mind, I thought, I will get him on the way back. Then I would creep quietly round 
the corner on the return trip but there was obviously a bush telegraph and he would disappear again. I never did see him or 
find out his species. The joys of bird watching!

As a very new warden, I was wearing my badge and feeling quite important when I saw a man making straight for me. I had
a complete panic. I knew he was going to ask me some complicated question about the birds or paths which I would not be 
able to answer. He said “who was the longest reigning British monarch?” Well this was a question that my Notts Wildlife 
Trust briefing had not covered. I said it was either George III or Victoria but I wasn’t sure. He seemed extremely satisfied 
with this answer and went away quite happy. Fortunately I have not met him again!

As word gets round about the Idle Valley there are more visitors and some of them wander round clutching the maps. I 
always speak to them to see if I can help. Two men last week clearly had no idea where they were from their reply but 
weren’t going to tell me that. I hope they did get out eventually and are not still there. Others, sometimes with small 
children show me on the map where they are going to walk. Having made a judgement on their footwear, I praise them for 
their ambitious plan and tell them the distance they have chosen. This usually results in a change of their facial expression 
and I recommend that on this occasion they might like a shorter walk and send them off in the right direction.

Being a warden is an extremely satisfying activity which allows me to be outdoors walking, looking at birds and flowers 
while putting something back into the community.

Judith Anson
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Vale of Belvoir Group Report

As ever, the main focus or our group is the walks programme.  We have just produced and circulated this summer’s edition. 
It contains 37 walks, and, presuming that we are able to put on four walks over the September weekend away, that will be 
41 in total. We are happy with that as we are one of the smaller Groups with 100 or so members.
We are also putting on a Lunch in the Garden (making a change from the barbecue we have successfully held for several 
years) on 14th June after a leisurely walk from Langar. Incidentally, the village is birthplace of Admiral Lord Howe and 
Samuel Butler (maybe we should have titled the walk “the road to nowhere”?).
We have some old favourites in the programme. Dave is once again putting on a non-residential Derbyshire weekend, this 
time around the Derwent valley. Also a full programme of evening strolls, the last of which will be followed a skittles 
session at the Bull in Bottesford. 
We will also be putting on the September weekend away, Friday 18th to Sunday 20th. It will follow the usual formula, a 
medium walk on the Friday and Sunday and an option of a longer or a shorter walk on the Saturday. We hope to decide on 
the location soon so people can get their accommodation booked.
A lot is involved in getting the Programme together. Although we now distribute the Programme by way of email 
attachment, we are still committed to providing a word version in date order so members can print it off month by month.  
The question now arises of discontinuing production of the programme in booklet form.
The purposes for which we use printed copies for are:

- Libraries and other small scale publicity purposes
- To send to members who do not wish to get an electronic version
- To give to new members. 

But   experience shows that most of the latter group of people come to us via the walk-finder (the national RA facility), and 
are happy to get details of our walks from the internet. We won’t change anything for the winter 2015/6 programme but 
we’ll canvass the AGM in November for opinions. 
Our blog is now an established feature and D. H. puts a lot of effort into keeping it up to date. In particular posting photos of
the walk each week is always a popular feature. See:  http://vbrambler01.blogspot.co.uk/. And he has also now developed
a group web site which will be a fantastic facility for the Group, www.vbramblers.co.uk/
We have had a good winter programme so far. Some very chilly walks, some muddy ones, but also quite a lot of lovely 
ones! Turnout is as follows:
From January 2013 to February 2015 Average   16.2
Winter:  October 2014 to Feb 22nd 2015    number of walks 24                                               Average   18.6
So, double good news; the numbers are up on the historic average, and for a group of 100 members, an average of over 18 
we think is very satisfactory.
The AGM was attended by 26 and we had a good debate about membership, specifically the increasing age profile of the 
Group. The discussion was quite positive. It went along the lines that we do what we can to publicise the Group. In fact, 
with the blog and now the web, we are actually doing more, and modern stuff at that. If people are attracted to walk with us,
we are friendly and welcoming. So, we decided, let’s not worry too much, we’ll carry on and take stock again next 
November at the AGM.  
The Xmas Social was held on Sunday 13th December in Caythorpe, Lincs. 35 of us had an excellent lunch at the Red Lion 
after a 5 mile walk.  
It is a big year for the Group as we celebrate our 20th anniversary. In particular we are organising a Treasure Hunt on 3rd 
May around Lowdham. After the fun, an added attraction will be tea and cakes made by the Committee. We will be 
welcoming former members for a chat about the good old days. 

Rab Bird
Chair VoB RA
24th February 2015
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Newark Group Report

Our AGM in November was well attended and all existing committee members were re-elected. The AGM was preceded by
a walk round Balderton lake and followed by a delicious meal at The Chesters.

Our Wednesday walks continue to be very popular and often there are in excess of 20 members. We have a varied 
programme of walks and try to include walks to suit all ages and abilities. Our shorter Interest Walks have been very 
successful enabling some of our older members to ‘keep on walking’. We have recently enjoyed a Saturday walk followed 
by a meal at The Reindeer at Edingley. We couldn’t have asked for better weather; it was blue skies and sunshine all the 
way.  Our Sunday walks tend to be longer and attract a different group of people who enjoy more challenging distances and 
terrain.

In January we held a Quiz Night and Supper. It was a fun-filled evening with much rivalry between the various teams. We 
have more social events to look forward to throughout the Spring and early Summer including visits to the theatre, a guided 
tour of Newark Town Hall, a warden-led walk round the RSPB nature reserve at Langford Lowfields and a Walking 
Treasure Hunt followed by  a Fish and Chip supper.

On 20 February three members attended a Senior Citizens’ Fair, organised by Robert Jenrick MP, to promote Newark 
Ramblers. We had lots of enquiries about walking with the group and we are hoping that we shall soon see some of the 
people we spoke to on one of our walks. It was interesting to listen to what people thought about group walking and we 
have taken on board some of the suggestions, eg we are arranging an afternoon walk in our next programme.

I am pleased to report that Newark Ramblers is growing in number and enthusiasm.  More people are coming forward to 
lead walks; members are discovering new walks and re-visiting walks they have enjoyed in the past. I am proud to be 
Secretary of Newark Ramblers

Carol Wilkinson
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Ramblers 80th Anniversary

The Big Pathwatch Project starts in June
The aim is to walk every right of way in England and Wales

This is just one of eight new things that the Ramblers have planned for this year. To 
see them all, check out page 28 of the latest issue of “WALK” magazine or go to 
http://www.ramblers.org.uk/news/walk-magazine/current-
issue/2015/february/spring-2015/eight-innovations-for-our-80th.aspx

For the latest details of The Big Pathwatch go to

http://www.ramblers.org.uk/join-the-big-pathwatch.aspx?
ec_as=E96618ADC1D441F090F9FDAB2ABF1BBF 

http://www.ramblers.org.uk/join-the-big-pathwatch.aspx?ec_as=E96618ADC1D441F090F9FDAB2ABF1BBF
http://www.ramblers.org.uk/join-the-big-pathwatch.aspx?ec_as=E96618ADC1D441F090F9FDAB2ABF1BBF
http://www.ramblers.org.uk/news/walk-magazine/current-issue/2015/february/spring-2015/eight-innovations-for-our-80th.aspx
http://www.ramblers.org.uk/news/walk-magazine/current-issue/2015/february/spring-2015/eight-innovations-for-our-80th.aspx


Stiles and Gates

A couple of examples from a recent walk in Shropshire. Does anyone have any Nottinghamshire examples of stiles and 
gates in need of love and attention? Send a photo and a description of where it is to 
nottinghamshire.walker@mansfieldramblers.org.uk 

Same stile – one photo from each side

Don't forget to report problems that you find whilst out walking to your local Ramblers Footpaths Secretary. If you don't 
know who that is then contact the respective District Coordinator (details elsewhere in this newsletter).

Nottinghamshire County Council's Rights of Way Officers do a fantastic job considering the sizes of the areas that they 
cover and the budgets that are available to them but they can't be everywhere so they rely on people reporting problems. 
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Dear Members - Would you like to adopt a Right of Way of your own choosing?
Yes, that is possible and here is how you do that. The aim will be to claim a Definitive Map Modification Order claim using 
historical evidence. We are looking at a right of way that is not recorded on the map. There are several ways to claim 
unrecorded rights of way, but we will be describing only a claim using historical evidence. We accept claims can be made 
for paths that have been deemed to have been dedicated through use by the public for a period of 20 years under Section 31 
of the Highways Act 1980 (presumed dedication) or after a lesser period under common law. We will however show you a 
third type by proof from reference to historical evidence gained from documents. 
OK let’s make a start. I want to make the process as non-technical and as simple as possible but will have to use some legal 
jargon. Sorry about that. I list below all types of available evidence that needs to be researched to gather strong historic 
evidence to prove a right of way on the available evidence as a whole, whether a public right of way may reasonably be 
alleged to subsist over the land in question.

Documentary Evidence
We need to go to the Archive Library (in our case, in Nottingham) in order to gather Documentary evidence which needs to 
be as extensive as possible. It must be clear that any one piece of evidence will not necessarily provide outright evidence of 
the existence or non-existence of a public right of way and it will often be necessary to consult more than one source. Even 
where there is good evidence of the existence or otherwise of public rights of way, definitive map modification orders will 
still need to be made so that the strength of the evidence can be tested. Cases are determined on the balance of probability 
given all the evidence available. In relatively few cases will one or two documents be considered to amount to proof in their 
own right.

Types of Documentary Evidence (I give a brief description of each type)

Manorial records - It is to be noted that before 1556 the Manor was the administrative unit for highways. Manor Courts 
continued to exist until the 20th century. The records contain papers, court books, court rolls, minute books etc. Much early 
inclosure took place under the aegis of the Manorial Courts and awards were entered into Manorial records. Because of this 
public aspect, they carry more weight than private estate records although the types of records often overlap.

Inclosure Awards and Maps - These were the means by which many thousands of hectares of mediaeval “open fields” and
“waste of the manor” were enclosed and distributed among those who could prove that they possessed rights on the old open
fields, common or waste, from the early 17th century until around 1850. The process was essentially a local one until 
legislation was passed in 1801 to provide framework for local awards. The process affected about 1/7th of the total area of 
England, and parts of Wales. Inclosure Awards do not exist for every parish, nor do they necessary cover an entire parish.

Tithe Awards and Maps - Around 1840 the majority of parishes were surveyed by the tithe commissioners. These were 
appointed by statute to commute tithes in kind to money rents. They produced detailed maps according to a colour coding 
system set out by Parliament and accompanying schedules called tithe awards. These were concerned solely with 
identifying tithable lands and not with roads or their status, so cannot necessarily be used as definitive evidence about public
roads but the maps mark roads quite accurately and, with the schedules, can provide supporting evidence.

Glebe Terriers - These are lists of the Glebe-land in a parish that are farmed or leased by a Parish priest. They are mostly 
used in conjunction with tithe maps and apportionments to identify or locate glebe land. Where roads pass through or 
alongside glebe land the terrier may contain references to public status.

Finance Act 1910 - This act provided for a tax to be levied upon the incremental value of land every time it was sold. The 
tax was based on the value of a site itself, irrespective of any value attached to buildings or crops on it. As the presence of a 
right of way would reduce site value, owners were able to claim relief from tax where rights of way crossed their land. It 
should be noted however that in some instances landowners may well have considered it preferable to forgo tax relief rather 
than admit the existence of a right of way across their land.
There are also four basic sets of records: working plans and Valuation Books (Domesday Books) which are available from 
county archives and record plans and field books which are available in the National Archives at Kew. The Valuation Books
are helpful in identifying specific plots of land and providing a key to the corresponding working plans, record plans and 
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Field books. Field Books sometimes provide more useful information on the existence and status of rights of way. You can 
obtain record plans from National Archives by e-mail.

Quarter Session Highway Orders - Until 1949, the diversion or extinguishment of public roads and paths could only be 
carried out by special Act of Parliament or by application to the justices of the peace. These records are available in the 
County Archives. Orders made after 1949 may be held by the highway authority rather than the County Archive Library. 

Road Books - These come in two formats. One as columns of text listing the places that passed through with mileages and 
the other text details along with cross-reference tables and indexes. The other as strip maps showing the routes in question 
and some detail of the surrounding landscape. Many of the routes have become major or minor roads in use by everyday 
traffic, but even the earliest example quoted here includes some roads which have escaped the march of progress. There are 
many examples available to look at.

Ordnance Survey Maps  - A valuable source of record. OS maps aim is to show features that exist on the ground, whether 
man-made or natural, as precisely and accurately as possible given the limitation of scale. All Archive Libraries have a large
collection of OS maps as well as other historic maps drawn up by surveyors. Ask at the County Archive Library for 
assistance to obtain as many examples as possible to assist you in your claim.

Road Maps, Atlases and Guides - Walker’s maps and guides published before the introduction of definitive maps are 
valuable sources of evidence of reputation of highways. Since the late 19 th century, the London newspapers, railway 
companies and others had Rambling Correspondents and examples of their work are available in all county archives 
libraries.

District highway maintenance records - In some parts of the country, highway districts were set up under the Highway 
Act 1862. However, in some counties this Act was ignored because parishes refused to give up their responsibilities to the 
new authority. 

Parish Highway Maintenance Records - Not many of these records have survived and it is rare to find maps among them. 
The most useful records are the account books of the parish highway surveyors who were responsible for the upkeep of the 
roads until late in the 19th century. They are particularly useful for roads built after 1836 as the Highway Act 1835 provided 
that only public roads were repairable at public expense

County and District Council records - These consist of minute books and files of county and distinct councils and their 
committees; particularly highway committee minutes and surveyors records from 1888 onwards. Useful information can be 
obtained from these papers. For example, adoption of privately maintained highways in the 1890s-1920s and various forms 
of maintenance liability. In addition, both County and Metropolitan Councils hold records covering the preparation of the 
definitive map and revised definitive map. These include parish survey forms, draft and provisional maps, objections and 
records of hearings. 

Parish and local board records - Many of these records have survived, though they may prove difficult to locate if they 
are not in the County Archive Library. Minute books and other miscellaneous papers may contain reference to dealings over
public rights of way. There may be boundary disputes between parishes and landowners which include reference to rights of
way. Description of land bounded by the public road or bridle-road may be of some significance.

Other local authority sources - Takeover maps of highways made under the Local Government Act 1929 and maps and 
schedules compiled under the Rights of Way Act 1932 may also provide useful information. So too may Quarter Sessions 
enrolled indictments for non-repair of highways.

List of streets which are maintainable at public expense and the street works register - Highway Authorities are 
required to compile and keep up to date a list of highways that are maintainable at public expense under the Highway Act 
1980 section 36. This list may include publicly maintainable footpaths, bridleways, restricted byways, and byways open to 
all traffic. If a way is shown in the list of streets you can assume that it is a public way but the list may not specify its status. 
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A way not recorded in the list of streets is not necessarily a private highway. The authority may have failed to record it in 
the list of streets or it may be a highway which the authority is not liable to maintain. 
A further record is the street works register. Authorities are required to compile this register under section 53 of the New 
Roads and Streets Works Act 1991 and the Street Works( Registers, Notices, Directions and Designations) Regulations 
1992 (SI 1992) No. 2985. It must contain details of all streets that are highways regardless of who is responsible for their 
maintenance. Both this register and the list of streets are open to inspection free of charge at all reasonable hours from local 
authorities.

Estate Records - These are records of documents from solicitors, land agents, etc, deposited in county archive libraries. 
They include conveyances, deeds, estate plans, extracts from inclosure maps and awards, and plans of undertakings (e.g. 
waterworks, railways, turnpike roads) affecting properties. These may include specific reference to or show public roads 
and paths; they often specify the exact position of pieces of land, for example a piece of land ‘’abutting upon’’ the King’s 
Highway or common way.  
County Archive libraries will probably include in their holdings maps of private estates or of portions of estates. Many of 
them are, however, on deposit from private owners and access to them for research may require the owner’s agreement. 
Note: in Notts, also use Nottingham University Library which has some of these records.

Rights of Way Act 1932, section 31 (6) of the Highways Act 1980 - Section  31(6) of the Highway Act 1980 (and its 
predecessor, Rights of Way Act 1932) enables landowners to deposit maps showing those ways on their land that they admit
to being rights of way. These provide very strong evidence of the existence and status of ways. 
However, it is possible for new rights of way to come into existence through public use. A landowner can prevent this 
happening by showing they have taken sufficient action to make it clear to the public they have no right to cross the land. 
There are various means of doing this, such as: physical restraint in the form of locked gates, fences or other obstructions; 
verbal challenge of users of the way; erection of carefully worded notices denying that a public right of way exists or 
allowing access by permission only. Barriers, or notices, may suffice, but they can be difficult to maintain in situ and there 
are further steps a landowner can take to reduce the risk of rights from accruing. Section 31(6) of the Highways Act 1980 
provides a mechanism for landowners to acknowledge the presence of existing rights of way across their land and negative 
the intention to dedicate further ways thereby preventing new rights being established. 

Aerial photographs - These can provide topographical information on the existence and line of tracks. They can also 
provide information on tracks in the past that may no longer be visible at ground level (e.g. paths may show up through 
differences in crop growth) Maps of the available coverage for any particular area can be obtained from national collections.
Prints can also be obtained. 

Evidence Forms - Over the years, many hundreds of evidence forms have been completed and forwarded to highway 
authorities, particularly in the years after 1949 when definitive maps were fist drawn up. It may be difficult to find details of
forms sent to the County Council in 1950/60s, so another source is Parish Councils. They will be recorded in their minutes, 
giving some idea when these records were collected. 

Deposited plans of public utilities - There were, and still are, statutory requirements that plans of undertakings ,such as 
railways, tram schemes, major roads and canals and drainage schemes, are deposited with the appropriate public authorities.
Where the works were authorised by Act of Parliament, the Acts, plans and books of reference can be inspected at the 
House of Lords Record Office. All three records must be considered together. Surveys carried out in connection with such 
works, whether or not they were initiated, may also contain useful evidence to check for rights of way information. Copies 
had to be deposited with Quarter Sessions, so may be indexed under Quarter Sessions records.

Records of War-time stopping up or diversion and ploughing authorisations - The Defence (General) Regulations Act 
1939 empowered the temporary stopping up or diversion of highways and the authorization of the ploughing of others, 
subject to restoration and the provision of diversions. These orders were deposited with local authorities but not all have 
survived. The Requisitioned Land and War Works Act 1945 and 1948 allowed orders to be made to stop up or divert 
permanently highways which had been or could have been stopped up or diverted under the Regulations. The orders made 
under these acts are held by the County Archive Libraries. These provided for new highways to be created and record 
highways that were extinguished.
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Local History - This includes records of property sales, solicitor’s files or old title deeds that sometimes refer to public 
rights of way. If they list features such as easements or private right of way to be enjoyed with the property or if a property 
is intersected by ‘white roads’’ (i.e. roads not depicted as part of the sale which seem necessary for access to the property 
and no mention is made of any private arrangements for access, this may imply that access was considered public. Old 
newspapers may also provide useful evidence, especially where there was a practice of reporting regular meetings of local 
authority’s highway committees. Also refer to local history groups and in particular in Notts The Thornton Society whose 
records are available in Notts Archive Library.

Presenting the Claim
I have listed above records that can be used in order to gather evidence to present to a highway authority to claim a right of 
way. With the Deregulation Bill shortly to be published it is very important to have put together strong evidence to prove 
your claim. With the research following the guidelines above there is no doubt you will be presenting a strong claim. 
You will need to contact the County Highway Authority that you wish to claim. They will forward to you the correct forms 
which you must duly fill in. These forms are self explanatory. At the current time you will need to serve Notice of 
Application for Modification Order on the various landowners (Landowner details can be found by contacting Land 
Registry or talk to the County Definitive Map Officer). Where no landowner is found there is a need to post a Notice of 
Application for Modification Order form and map at both ends of the claimed route giving details of the claim and advising 
a claimant to contact the Highway Authority. (This work will be done by the Highway Authority following the passing of 
the Deregulation Bill). In addition you will need to serve two notices to the Highway Authority (Application for 
Modification Order this form will allow you to put all to list all your documentary evidence & then another form a 
Certificate of Service of Notice of Application for Modification Order. This form will list all landowners who are affected 
by the modification order.   
Upon receipt of this claim the Council has12 months to investigate the evidence, carry out research and then decide, on the 
available evidence as a whole, whether a public right of way may reasonably be alleged to subsist over the land in question. 
At this stage the Council will ask the landowner and/or other persons affected by the application whether they wish to 
submit any information which can be taken into account. 
Well that is how a Modification claim is put together. At first sight you may think that this is difficult. You will obtain full 
advice when obtaining historic evidence from your Archive Library and you also have my support at all times. Please come 
and have the pleasure of seeing a right of way put on the ground because of the work you have carried out. I do hope you 
will consider assisting us in this very important work. We need to see as many claims as possible served on the Highway 
Authorities by 1st January 2026. Note: After that date, the law states at present that all unclaimed paths will be extinguished. 
Yes, Extinguished!

Chris Thompson
Notts RA Area Rights of Way Officer
07719827808
nottsrow15@outlook.com

PLOUGHING & CROPPING SURVEYS

These are carried out twice a year to ensure that paths across farmland are re-instated after ploughing and cropping.
The surveys are being reinstated by Nottinghamshire County Council after a gap of 4 years and volunteers are needed to 
carry them out. The surveys will be done between the middle of April and the middle of May all over the County – a short 
period of time in which to do them so the more volunteers the better! All that is needed is the ability to read a map and the 
time to do a survey or two. Full instructions will be given. Some expenses, such as travel, will be reimbursed by NCC.
A Training day is scheduled for Friday 10th April at Woodborough.

If you can help, please contact Mary Mills by email as soon as possible – mary.mills@nottscc.gov.uk 

Mary will coordinate the volunteers plus provide support and some training.
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Notts Area Ramblers 2015 AGM

31 people turned out to enjoy the sunshine and mud on a stroll around Sherwood Forest prior to the Annual General
Meeting that was hosted by Mansfield & Sherwood Group at Edwinstowe on Sunday 1st February.

Whilst this group was walking, 10 individuals were being put through their paces by St. John's Ambulance in a three-hour 
First Aid Course. Congratulations to the following who all passed.
Alex Staniforth Allan Rogers Barbara Dobson Chris Thompson
Elaine Hobson Judith Anson Marion Staniforth Marvyn Squires

Polly Johnson Russell Osbourne

The refreshment break provided a good opportunity for everyone to mix and get to know each other.
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Do You Get the Most out of your Membership?

You have chosen to be a member of Ramblers but do you get the most for your money? What are the benefits of 
membership other than walking with your local Ramblers Group and receiving our excellent Notts Walker newsletter?

Walk magazine is an obvious benefit delivered to your door but when did you last look at Ramblers website – 
www.ramblers.org.uk I looked at it today for writing this article and there is a piece on how to use a compass – I could 
certainly do with a reminder. There are Facebook pages, tweets and blogs. Other pages give advice on rights of way. There 
is a page specifically for families. Group walks are all listed by date and location and it is easy to see if there is a walk local 
to you. If you are going on holiday you can use the “find a walk” section to see if there is a walk with a local Group. The 
new “find a route” is for members only and you will need to register to download walks in your local area. Once you have 
registered you can update your profile on line if you move house or want to change Group and your Group is notified 
automatically so you don’t need to tell them as well.

Ramblers has a map library for the whole of the UK and these can be borrowed free but you have to pay the return postage 
and you are asked for a donation. This is an excellent service but order them well in advance as it is very popular. There are 
money saving benefits of membership with 15% off at Cotswold and other walking shops may also offer a discount. 
Foothills in Sheffield which is my favourite gives a 10% discount with your membership card. Currently there is an offer of 
competitive insurance rates with UIA and 5% on every booking with cottages4you. See website for full details and to keep 
up with any other offers.

The favoured holiday partner is Ramblers Worldwide Holidays. Hopefully your Group will have registered with RWH as a 
Partnership Group and this means that the Group benefits financially when members book holidays and nominate their 
Group. This can make a considerable contribution to Group funds, particularly if one of the special Group holidays. Make 
sure your members know about this. 

As a member of Ramblers you can also join Ramblers-Net which is an online forum to exchange views on a wide variety of 
topics. It is moderated by other Ramblers members and not managed by Ramblers staff. You and your Group will have been
asked to submit comments about the governance and vision papers which are important documents for the future of 
Ramblers. Contributions to Ramblers-Net has provided extensive opinions on these papers to help members decide on their 
response. Or you might want to ask a question about the definitive map or whether you can picnic off the path. I am always 
learning things from the contributors to the forum and encourage all Groups to participate. To join send an email to 
Ramblers-Net-owner@yahoogroups.com with your full name, membership number, RA Area and RA Group. 

Judith Anson
Nottinghamshire Area Membership Secretary

Membership Rates from 1st May
 

Individual Annual £34 concession £20.50
Joint Annual £45 concession £27.50
Individual monthly Direct Debit £3.25 concession £2.25
Joint Monthly Direct Debit £4.25 concession £2.75

Life Individual £745
Life Individual 60 plus £360
Life Joint £900
Life Joint 60 plus £442
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OUCH!  WHAT ON EARTH WAS THAT?

Or - very approximately - words to that effect!

This was my reaction 40 years ago when I was walking on the South Downs with a friend. The walk was longer than I had
thought - nothing new there - and we were walking along a farm track in darkness when we both recoiled in shock and pain
after walking into an electric wire. I can still recall the sensation - I felt as if I had been stabbed.

Since then I have always had the greatest caution when approaching any kind of electric barrier and was not at all pleased
when a local footpath was suddenly straddled with an electric wire to mark off a paddock area.

I took a photo and reported the matter to the relevant footpath officer at Notts CC. He went to have a look and I was
surprised to get the reply that because the wire had an insulated handle "that  was easily unclipped" the situation was
acceptable. He did offer to put a waymark sign by the handle to draw walkers' attention to it.

I  am not  too happy about this  and would be interested to hear other people's  opinions (jamesjovis@me.com) .  In  the
meantime Notts Ramblers are contacting Central Office for further advice. I personally have never come across these clips
and feel the problem needs to be aired to a wide audience of walkers.

James McGill
Newark & Sherwood District Coordinator
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NEW RIGHTS OF WAY FOR ALL OF US TO ENJOY – PART TWO

Following the  earlier  article  published  in  The Nottinghamshire  Walker  2014 Special  Edition  here  is  the  second great
example of why RoW work is so rewarding and important.

Walk 2 – OS Explorer 270 Sherwood Forest

Newbuildings Drive – Kings Clipstone & Warsop Parishes – Parliament Oak Bridleway
The farmer blocked access to this well-used and important link in June 2008, later erecting “no access” signs. A claim based
on user evidence was lodged in December 2008. After we appealed to the Planning Inspectorate the route was finally
reopened during 2014 making possible the following walk.

This walk is about 5.5 Km (3.5 miles) and starts from the Parliament Oak - SK576659

This is a great short walk is firm underfoot with wonderful views across Sherwood Forest. There are 2 parking slots at the
Parliament Oak on Peafield Lane. Taking the route anticlockwise,  follow the path along the woodland edge (this  is a
Forestry Commission permissive path). There are some great views along this section – on a clear day you can see all the
way across to Kneesall Church (sharp eyes or binoculars) and keep an eye out for the Old Churn Oak, another of the ancient
trees. At the end of the field on the left, turn partially left and downhill. There is a path with a horse jump through the
plantation on the left that goes directly to the next section but this is not a right of way. The path you want goes downhill to
join a bridleway, keep straight on until you come to a crossroads (should that be crossways?)
Turn left and follow the flood dyke trail east - fine views of the Maun valley along here. This trail meets Newbuildings
Drive. Turn left – the right turn drops downhill – and follow the main track back to the Parliament Oak.

Some historical notes to support this walk

The Parliament Oak: Legend has it that it got its name when King John, on
hearing of a Welsh rebellion whilst out hunting in the Park, held a hasty
conference with his nobles under the Oak. He ordered that the sons of the
leaders  being  held  in  Nottingham  Castle  should  be  hung  from  the
battlements.

Sherwood’s oldest tree, probably at least 1100 years old, it would have been
fully grown by the time King John held his parliament. 

The picture  shows the Oak about  1780.  Known as a phoenix tree it  has
regenerated into two distinct trunks with the old central trunk resting against
them. 

The Old Churn Oak: The name is a distortion of Church Oak. It got its name because Non-conformists from Warsop,
Kings Clipstone and Forest Town used it as a meeting place for worship.

Clipstone Park: This was enclosed in 1180 with a fence seven miles in length. To ensure plenty of deer, the fence had a
ditch on the inside making it high enough to stop deer jumping out but at several points leaps allowed the deer to jump in. 

Newbuildings Drive. The Hunting Park was converted to agricultural use about 1830. The Flood Dykes irrigation channel
was constructed to bring water from Mansfield along the contour line to allow irrigation of meadowlands along the river.
The aim was to keep the grass warm to get the grass growing much earlier plugging the winter/spring hungry gap. This
allowed large numbers of sheep and cattle to be kept to fertilise the arable fields. Newbuildings housed the cattle and three
families on the large rough area at the bottom end of the Drive.

Stephen Parkhouse
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Volunteer Development Days

The Ramblers have been running these at venues around the Country for over a year and they have proved very popular.

Doncaster Volunteer Development Day Friday 15th May
Peterborough Volunteer Development Day Saturday 16th May

Everyone who gives their time to the Ramblers for no financial reward is a volunteer, whether that’s helping to run a local 
area or group, clearing a path, leading a walk, lobbying a councillor, researching a walking route, baking a cake for a social 
event or even chairing the Board of Trustees. The Volunteer Development Days are for people to go along and learn more 
about the work of the Ramblers, take part in training and to share their experiences with other volunteers.

For more information about Volunteer Development Days go to
http://www.ramblers.org.uk/go-walking/events-index.aspx?
df=20150501T000000&loc=0619908e162b474c8ab6ab4cd79fe3fc 

To find out what is available at Doncaster and book places go to
http://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/ramblers-volunteer-development-day-doncaster-tickets-14650930327 

To find out what is available at Peterborough and book places go to
http://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/ramblers-volunteer-development-day-peterborough-tickets-14650956405 

Do You Want to Look into the Future?

Over the last couple of years, the Ramblers have been taking a detailed look at what we do and how we do it. This resulted 
in two detailed papers being produced at the end of last year.

One paper dealt with the way that the Ramblers is governed and offered proposals for changes to the Board of Governors, 
etc. The other was about a new vision for the future of the Ramblers.

Both papers were put out for consultation and the responses have been assessed.

For more information on these matters and “One member, one vote” go to 
http://www.ramblers.org.uk/future 

What can I do? Quite a lot, actually!

Hopefully, as you've been reading through the articles in this newsletter, you have found things of interest. Ramblers is 
about much more than just going for a walk. There are lots of ways for every member to get involved in the work that is 
done by Ramblers – some of them can be found in this newsletter. You can work on your own, in your Group, or for your 
Area. One thing is for sure, Ramblers successes rely on people like you getting involved at some level.

Volunteers do as much or as little as they want to do so please give some thought to what more you could do for the 
Ramblers. For more information on volunteering opportunities in the Notts Area send an email to the membership secretary 
judith.anson@btinternet.com
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RAMBLERS AT OPENING OF GEDLING COUNTRY PARK

 

On Saturday 28th March 2015 the much-heralded Gedling Country Park was officially opened to the public at a ceremony 
performed by the Lady Mayoress for Gedling Borough Council.  This was the culmination of a campaign lasting more than 
20 years to turn part of the former Gedling Colliery site (closed 1991) into a country park which following years of 
frustration and delay became a reality.  

The official opening presented an opportunity for a wide range groups and organisations to showcase their wares and the 
Ramblers were duly represented.  In close collaboration with our Gedling and Dukeries Group the intention was to put on 
our full exhibition display, inform the public what the Ramblers are about and actively encourage them to join us.  What 
promised to be a good opportunity to promote ourselves at a major event nearly turned out to be the opposite, thanks to the 
wild March weather.  Strong winds accompanied by heavy blustery showers, plus our high-up allocated exposed position in 
the park meant we had to abandon the use of our substantial gazebo.  We made a manful attempt to erect the gazebo; it took 
four members, including Area President, Paddy Tipping to hold it down but following the advice of the event organiser 
wisdom prevailed and it was dismantled on safety grounds. Ironically, it was goading to see other organisations sited in the 
lower parts of the park where the wind was less intense being more fortunate with their stands, gazebos and tents though 
they flapped about somewhat.  We asked to be re-located if possible but this was declined on the grounds of nothing being 
suitable at this late stage.  Other exhibitors in our particular area suffered the same fate doing little business and eventually 
calling it a day before the close of the event. 

As for us, the organisers suggested we set up a table using my car as a ‘protective windbreak’.  This proved to be 
impracticable as we had to weigh down our exhibits with nearby rocks while the rain threatened to turn our leaflets etc. into 
a soggy mess making that a short-lived solution.  Faced with this unfortunate set of circumstances we could have easily 
packed up and gone home.  But no – the Ramblers are made of sterner stuff and, as it turned out we thrived.  How? Because 
close to our allocated site was a bench positioned at a junction of paths with a lot of passing foot traffic, which we used to 
good effect.  Our Gedling and Dukeries colleagues grabbed handfuls of membership forms, other available leaflets plus 
their new walks programme and engaged the public on the virtues of walking and the work the Ramblers do for walkers.  



This was dutifully carried out for the remainder of the event despite the awful weather which, fortunately, by the early 
afternoon began to relent.  The sight of our Area Countryside Officer and Gedling member, Jim Norris sitting stoically on 
the bench during a downpour was truly inspirational!

And what was the result at the end of the day?  We handed out almost all our literature, including recruitment membership 
forms and engaged many members of the public, a number of whom stated that they would be joining the Ramblers, which 
was good news for the Gedling & Dukeries Group.  In fact, three people intentionally sought us out to join up!  So what 
started out as a minor disaster turned out in the end to a satisfying and rewarding day. 

I would like to conclude by expressing my sincere thanks to all the members of Gedling & Dukeries Group who turned out 
on the day to help make this event a success from our point of view, your endeavours were greatly appreciated.  Also, I 
would like to add my thanks to their Chairman, Mike Rawdin who took the lead role in organising our participation.  He not
only liaised with Gedling Borough Council through all the planning stages for this event, recruited members from his Group
to help with the proceedings  but lead walks around the park for the public on the day.

Notes of interest:  An article in the Nottingham Post prior to the opening of the park pointed out that not only could one see
Gedling’s famous parish church from the park but Lincoln Cathedral also.  Both Mick Rawdin and I can confirm this.  It is 
only when one is actually on the park itself that the size of it becomes apparent, something not appreciated when viewed 
from the roads surrounding it. It is well worth a visit. Though in its early stage of development, it will be a great asset to the 
area in future years, providing it is looked after both by the local authority and, more importantly, the public themselves.

Alex Staniforth
Area Press, Publicity and Media Officer

Over to you

This e-newsletter has a lot more in it than was first planned but I hope that you have found it interesting and worth your 
time.

Doing an electronic-only version of the newsletter gives us the chance to include colour and photographs. It also means that 
we can include more detailed articles and more variety as well as the usual reports.

But now it is time for you to have your say. Do you want another edition later in the year? Is there a good mix of articles 
and reports? What do you think of the layout?

All feedback will be gratefully received (nottinghamshire.walker@mansfieldramblers.org.uk) 

Keith Wallace
Editor

Page 27

mailto:nottinghamshire.walker@mansfieldramblers.org.uk

